New FBI Codes for Animal Abuse
How will they affect kennels?
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The latest development in the agenda of HSUS and other
animal rights groups is at the Federal Bureau of
Investigations. Beginning in early 2016, animal cruelty
will be reported as a distinct category of crime on the
FBI's annual index of crime in the U.S., called the
Uniform Crime Report.
While state lawmakers around the nation are enabling laws for
harsher punishment and tougher penalties for animal cruelty
offenses, this change at the FBI signals a shift in the federal
attitude. Formerly, animal abuse crimes were in a catchall
category called "All Other Offenses." Animal rights groups had
been pressuring the FBI to recognize the seriousness of this form
of violence by recording these crimes in their own category.

The new codes differentiate between various
types and levels of abuse and neglect

Not only does this increase the seriousness of such crimes in the
eyes of law enforcement, but also means more critical data will be
available for study and tracking. Animal cruelty crimes to be
included in the new classification are simple neglect, gross
neglect, intentional abuse and torture, dog fighting, cock fighting
and animal sexual abuse.
Creating this new category won't increase the budgets at Sheriff's
offices or animal control units, it just gives them a new code
number for reporting animal abuse crimes. Enforcement of the
laws already on the books will continue to be difficult within
current budget constraints. In time, it will help lawmakers create
laws that match the appropriate punishment to each different
crime.

Officer Scherer is the only Animal Control Officer in Quincy, MA.
New data may lead to allocation of more resources for Animal
Control Units.
The significance of the new FBI crime category for breeders of
animals remains to be seen. One thing is for sure: the collection
of more accurate data on animal abuse will help law enforcement
decide on allocation of staff and resources for handling these
cases. We may see more trained investigators in the future in our
local law enforcement agencies.

2013 Statistics on which states have the strongest animal
protection laws:

Holy Cow! Will it be illegal someday to confine an animal,
control the breeding of an animal or slaughter and eat an
animal? Take a look at this infographic from an animal rights
group and get ready to stand up for your right to raise animals:

Further Links:
Read news article about the FBI codes
Look at the FBI Uniform Crime Report site
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